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A graphic on the Number of Slave and Free States 

from 1789 to 1861 – the Balance of Congressional Power 
 

 It's very obvious that a shift in the number of States, 

either to the North or the South, would cause control in the 

Congress to move and thus dictate in which States the 

Federal revenue was spent and also determine the Tariff 

rates on agricultural goods, which was where the Federal 

treasury obtained 85% of it's money.  

 The wealthy, in the North, used the abolitionists as tools 

to keep the balance of voting power in Congress in favor of 

Northern interests.  The arrangement, dictated by a majority 

of Northern States, was that the Southern States paid most  
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of the revenue into the Federal treasury and then that  

Federal treasury money was in turn used to subsidize 

Northern interests and industries.  The fight in Kansas and 

Missouri over "slavery" was all over keeping this balance of 

power in favor of the Northern financial oligarchs.  It had 

nothing to do with helping the Black man.  The Northern 

oligarchs shrewdly used the abolitionists and their media 

outlets as a means to keep the financial power in their hands. 

On the surface, many who were outwardly against slavery 

were against expanding slavery only due to the fact that the 

expansion of slavery (and the plantation system which paid 

the tariffs) could shift the balance of power back to the 

South.  Then the Southern States would have enough votes 

in Congress to ensure that the tariff money, which they paid 

into the Federal treasury, would be spent in their own 

Southern States. The 1860 Republican platform, that was 

against 'expanding slavery in the Western States", was solely 

designed to keep the voting power in Congress in favor of 

Northern interests and yet still maintain slavery in the South 

which kept production high and thus ensured a steady 

revenue stream into the Federal coffers (to be used mainly 

by the North).  

As of 1861, and with the election of Lincoln, the South was 

doomed to be forever ruled as a colony by the Northern 

oligarchs.  Thus came about the battle of the South for 

States rights and Independence.  

 




